
Pottawatomie County Community Update 

Wednesday, June 24, 2020  - Your safety, health, and security is our top priority. 
 

 State of Kansas Pottawatomie County 

Total positive COVID-19 cases 12,970 (+505) 55 (+3) 
37 recovered, 18 active 

Total COVID-19 hospitalizations 1,082 (+26) 0 

COVID-19 related deaths 261 (+2) 0 

Pending Tests unknown 19 

Total Tests 161,705 (+6,692) 1106 (+59 ) 
 

Numbers in parentheses indicates the difference since the last update; numbers are updated Mondays, Wednesdays, and 

Fridays.  For a daily case summary, visit https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/160/COVID-19-in-Kansas 
 
The Board of Health met today and agreed having one person trying to manage both the responsibility of running 
the health department, and acting as the primary county contact for the pandemic was overwhelming.  It was 
decided our citizens would be better served by separating the duties of Health Department Director from that of 
the Health Officer.  Therefore, the board voted to have our Health Department Director, Lisa Kenworthy, 
concentrate on her duties running the activities of the Health Department.  The Assistant Health Director, Liz 
Parthemer, who has been actively involved in the daily operations of contact tracing and other COVID 19 
responsibilities, is designated as the Pottawatomie County Health Officer. 
 
Frequently asked questions: 
 

1. What happens if a citizen tests positive in Pottawatomie County?  
The person is interviewed by a trained “contact tracer”, providing them with a list of close contacts. 
A close contact is defined as someone who has been within the person’s personal space (a six foot 
radius) for 10 minutes or more.  This is a lengthy process daily for a small health department such 
as we have in Pottawatomie County.  We have called on the State for resources, and have two 
additional trained “contact tracers” to assist our Health Department employees with the case load. 

2. What happens if someone does not follow the recommended guidelines for social distancing? 
If citizens do not practice social distancing, proper sanitizing techniques, and /or other 
recommendations, this will cause a spike in local numbers and restrict our resources further. Thus 
requiring us to request more state resources to assist. It is imperative for everyone to practice 
these recommendations in order to not overload our healthcare system including hospitals, urgent 
care clinics, and providers.   

3. What is the most important thing to remember at this time? 
COVID-19 is here.  Our goal is to mitigate the spread whenever and wherever possible, especially 
to our at risk populations.  Our long-term care and assisted living facilities are highly threatened 
by this virus.  If we begin seeing a community spread, it threatens those facilities even more.  Many 
of us have loved ones in those facilities, or high risk/special needs loved ones in our homes. We 
need to mitigate the spread of this virus by following the recommendations of medical 
professionals: 

*Social distance;-unless you reside with the person, maintain at least a six foot 
separation; (if you cannot maintain social distancing, wear a mask!) 
*Frequent hand washing and/or use the use of hand sanitizers. 
*If you have the option, stay away from large crowds. 

The choices you make today, and every day, affect you and your loved ones in the future: tomorrow, next week, 
next month…  If not for yourself, think of them. 
 
For COVID related health questions, e-mail COVID@pottcounty.org.  Questions related to Pottawatomie County’s 
response to COVID, e-mail PIO@pottcounty.org.   
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